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THE ROAD CAN BE ROUGH 
FOR MAINTENANCE CREWS 


You know your hands and arms will shake--and occa- 
sionally hurt--when you operate a 90-pound vibrating 
pavement breaker, or jackhammer. 

You know you will be exposed to temperatures well 
above the 100 degree mark as you shovel and rake 300 
degree bituminous concrete during swelting weather. 

You know you will be called names by angry motor- 
ists who ask ‘‘What are you doing out here at this hour?’’ 
or shout ‘‘Get off the road, you bum! 

You know all this if, like Phil Grygo, you are a mem- 
ber of a Department Maintenance Crew working out of 
one of about 86 Field Offices or Maintenance Yards 
in the State. Grygo is a Maintenance Worker |, working 
out of the Pennsauken Yard in Region IV. He has been 
with the Department one year. 

‘‘As a member of a DOT Maintenance Crew, you al- 
so know that your job is important; important to the 
State, but most of all, important to the citizens and to 
the motoring public,’’ says Grygo. 

Maintenance Crew members cut chunks of damaged 
blacktop (and sometimes concrete) out of busy, conges- 
ted highways as cars and trucks whiz by, explains 
Joseph Bove, Assistant Foreman. Despite the red cones 
and flags of warning, there is the risk of one of those 
passing vehicles running down a crew member. Such mis- 
haps, are not unkown, he explains. 

When the dainaged section of the road is cut out 
and the rubble loaded on a truck, tack oil is applied 
to the place to be patched so permanent blacktop will 
adhere to the surface below. The blacktop is shovel- 
ed and raked into place, then a roller is moved back 
and forth over it to pack it down. 

When maintenance personnel are not patching pot- 
holes, they pick up trash, mow grass along roads, paint 
and repair highway barriers, haul away other highway 
litter, clean catch basins, rebuild washed out banks, 
salt, sand and clear highways when its snowing. 


NEW MAINTENANCE WOMEN ARE 
REALLY CLEANING UP ~ 


“Il be doing things like buffing floors, sweeping 
and mowing grass, things | do at home,’’ said Mrs. Ver- 
onica Porrini, one of four women in the first all-women 
maintenance crew hired to work at the Department's 


Left to right: Mrs. Irene Lewis, Mrs. Beverly Schmidt, 
Mrs. Veronica Porrini and Mrs. Adna Peacock sweep the 
sidewalk in front of the Route 295 Rest Area building. 


new Interstate Highway Rest Area on Route 295. 

The new 40-acre Rest Area is located on the north- 
bound side, a few miles from the Delaware Memorial 
Bridge in Salem County. It features a 63’ x 53’ one-story 
brick building which houses an information center, a 
campers’ holding tank disposal area and a picnic site. 

The other women include Mrs. Irene Lewis, a mother 
of two daughters 7 and 11 years old. She says her ‘‘new 
job is just like what |’ve been looking for.”’ 

Mrs. Edna Peacock who has a two-year-old daughter 
likes to work outdoors. She owns horses and a pony and 
contends her ‘‘new job will be fun.” 

**I’ve passed the new rest area many times and | 
thought | would enjoy working there,’® explained Mrs. 
Beverly Schmidt, mother of two teenagers. Like the 
other crew members, she heard about the newly created 
rest area jobs from men who work for the Department. 

George Poole, Region IV Supervisor, said the new 
Rest Area will be open from 7 a.m. to 11] p.m., seven 
days a week. He pointed out that the women will be 
expected to work shifts, do work prescribed under the 
Maintenance Worker title including shoveling snow. 


36 REACH SERVICE MILESTONES 


Thirty-six Department employees have reached ser- 
vice milestones. They are: Robert P. Adams, Keith Ros- 
ser and Salvatore Marino (25 years); William Dill, Chris- 
tian Kiemle, John F. Hoffman, Albert Lukens and Margaret 


Murphy (20 years), Mary Kisanka, Fred DeVito, Russell 
Stephenson, Francis Mazzella, James Devine and John 
Campi (15 years); Nicolas Commiso (10 years); Shirley 
Zabicki, Leon Uth, Walter Harbourt, Peter D. Anastos, 
George Armstrong, Robert Ott, Joseph Merlo, Matthew 
DiBenedetti, Burton Kohlman, Gladys Sullivan, Antonin- 
ette Romano, Mary Slavinski, Carol Schneider, Merriel 
T. Peacock, Roderick Parker, Richard Sawicki, James 
Bozak, Donald Boehling, Carl Burds, Leonard Pone and 
Colleen M. Kane (5 years). 


SCHOOL’S OUT FOR FIVE 


School is out for five Department employees, two 
from Region II and three from Trenton. Region || em- 
ployees, Ethel Brady and Norma Splied, completed the 
the ABC Shorthand Course given at the Newark Civil 
Service Center. The other three, Barbara Blue, Faith 
Burd and Doris M. MacDonald, finished the Dictation 
and Transcription Course at Trenton Civil Service Cen- 
Ter. 


3 REGION IV MEN FETED, OTHERS RETIREE 


Three Region IV employees were honored recently 
at separate retirement affairs. Those feted were Walter 
S. Crammer, Foreman of Construction Repair Crew 4670 
at the Berlin Maintenance Yard, for his 25 years of ser- 
vice; Thomas DeClinque, Construction Repairworker | 
with Crew 4650, for 25 years, and James Baker, Equip- 
ment Operator with Crew 4160 at Bridgeport, 20 years. 

Mr. Crammer was presented a barometer set and a 
camera at a dinner attended by 26 persons at the Sil- 
ver Lake Inn in Clementon. Mr. DeClinque received 
a wrist watch and a chrome plated trowel inscribed 
with his name, date of employment and retirement by 
members of Crew 4650. The dinner was held at Mulford 
Cabin House in Corbin City and attended by members 
of the crew and their wives. A wrist watch, large cake 
and some miniature construction equipment were present 
ed to Mr. Baker at a dinner held at Ivy Inn in Deptford. 
The affair was attended by 54 employees. 

Others who retired include: Otto Katt, Truck Driver 
with Maintenance, and Marvin T. Amory, Foreman, High- 
way Drilling Operator with Design (37 years each); 
Fred Longo, Concrete Finisher | with Maintenance (35 
years); Nicholas Marcini, Truck Driver with Maintenance 
(27 years), and Fred C. Chessman, Principal Highway 


Inspector with Transportation Operation and Local Aid 


(26 years). 


77 ATTEND SAFETY PROGRAM 


Seventy-seven Department employees participated 
in Shop Safety classes given by George Rightmire, Prin- 
cipal Safety Inspector with Operations Safety. The 
classes were held one day in the Conference Room in 
the Main Building, two days at the Lawrence Township 
Maintenance Yard and one day at the Lower Ferry Road 
Office. 

Part of the safety program presented in the Main 
Building and at the Lawrence Yard included a movie 
on shop safety and a talk on the safe use of all types 
of tools. Traffic protection setups, flagging, proper 
placement of signs and cones, and personnel safety 
gear were subjects discussed at the Lower Ferry 


Office. 


SIX ENGINEERS COMPLETE P.E. REVIEW 


Six Department engineers completed the 13-week 
Professional Engineer Review training designed to help 
them pass the engineer examination. Subjects covered 
were geometrics, soils, foundations, hydraulics, hy- 
drology and economics. Those who completed the train- 
ing are: George Schiele, Charles Walls, Alan Samour, 


Roger Hummel, Paul Kurisko and J. L. Fick. 
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Harold Ridgeway, Equipment Operator with the Bureau 
of Maintenance, rolls the newly resurfaced 21%-mile section 
of the northbound lane on Route 206 between the Turnpike 
entrance and Route 130. 


Happy Notes 


Nick Yarnella, Truck Driver with Maintenance in 
District Ill, was presented the 1974 National Poppy 
Award as chairman of VFW, District 18 in Mercer County. 
The presentation was made in Wildwood. His District 
sold 22,600 poppies during its recent drive, 2,600 more 
than last year. 


Wed recently were Miss Marie Kathleen Cook, 
daughter of the Rev. and Mrs. Edward R. Cook of Mercer- } 
ville, and Vincent Patrick Bartolone, jr., Mechanic with 
the Bureau of Equipment. The bride’s father performs” 
the ceremony at Grace-St. Paul Episcopal Church. 


The engagement of Miss Marilyn Christine Rowley 
to Joseph Edward Mycock, Senior Drafting Technician 
with Design, has been announced by the bride-elect’s | 
mother, Mrs. Stella Rowley of Trenton. Miss Rowley | 
is also the daughter of the late George Rowley. An | 
August wedding is planned. 


The population of Calmar, lowa, rose from 77 to 78 | 
with the recent birth of Cory Allen Huninker, the first 
grandson of Mr. and Mrs. Francis Schroeder. Mr. Schroe- 
der is Assistant Chief of the Bureau of Accident Records. | 
Recently, Mr. and Mrs. Schroeder visited their daughter, 
her husband and their new grandson in Calmar. 


Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Pingitor have announced the 
birth of their first child, Bryan, born March 7, 1974 in 
St. Francis Hospital in Trenton. Mrs. Barbara Pingitor 
is Secretary to Mr. Charles Edson, Chief of the Bureau | 
of Maintenance. 


Edward Duble, Assistant District Supervisor, Electri- | 
cal, of Region IV, vacationed in |taly with his wife, 
Anna, her three sisters and two brothers. They visited 
Naples, Florence, Rome, |sle of Capri, Ruins of Pom- 
pay and the Isle of Ischio where his wife’s father was 
born. 


Mr. and Mrs. Samuel J. Peraino of Hamilton Township 
have announced the betrothal of their daughter, Miss 
Patricia Mary Peraino to Paul J. Kondas, Engineering 
Aide |! with Maintenance. 


Kathleen Mazeikis, Engineering Aide | with the 
Field Survey Section of Design, recently served two 
weeks of annual training with the Army at Fort McCellan 
in Alabama. She is a Private First Class,E-3. 


Boxter *’Sonny'’ McCoy, Mechanic's Helper with the Bur- 
eau of Maintenance and Equipment, machines a mower frame 
pin, one of many made on the turret lathe in use in Fernwood’s 
machine shop. 


25 COMPLETE SECRETARIAL COURSE 


Twenty-five Department employees completed the 
30-hour Executive Secretarial Development Course 
held recently in the Department’s Annex Conference 
room in Trenton. 

The course is designed to train secretaries to 
analyze clerical projects, set up work schedules, de- 
terime objectives and priorities, and to carry out the 
projects. 

Those who completed the course are: Nancy Angel- 
ine, Rose Schmidt, Judy Krug, Joanne Pannone, Doris 
Friedman, Mary Kelleher, Peggy Russo, Dorothy Jaku- 
bisin, Audrey Graham, Mary Jane Coult, Liz DeCello, 


Michelina Cardaciotto, Deborah Heim, Rose Sokolow- 
ski, Lucille Hoffman, Gloria Allen, Mary Mangine, Marie 
Guetzlaff, Jean Nolan, Virginia Esposito, Marge Sch- 
roeder, Ann Skaggs, Verna Cacciatore, Estelle Pet- 
trofsky and Marjorie Klimback. 
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REGION Il DINNER-DANCE HELD 


More than 100 Department employees attended Re- 
gion Il’s First Annual Dinner Dance May 10 at the 
Fiesta on Route 17 in Wood Ridge. Vincent Dilemma, 
Chairman, called the affair “‘socially successful,’’ 
Co-chairmen were Louis Lanza and Michael DeVita. 


TEN-YEAR CLUB OUTING SET 


The Annual Ten-Year Club outing will be held rain 
or shine August 3 at Shady Rest Picnic Grove, Route 33 


in Freehold. Anyone interested in attending should con- 


tact Nick Carnival 2-3376 or John Stanley 2-73 12. 


COVER 


Phil Grygo, Maintenance Worker |, cuts out 
a small section of Route 38 south of Route 73 
preparatory to patching it. (See story.) 


Larry O’Rourke, Transporter Editor, Phone: 609-292-3108 


